
"And a great sign 

appeared in Heaven: a 

Woman clothed with 

the sun, and the moon 

under Her feet, and on 

Her head a crown of 

twelve stars." 

Apoc. 12: 1 



De cem ber 10, 1925.

Promise of
Salvation for 
the Five First

Saturdays

Vi sion of Our Lady
and the Child Je sus
where Je sus asked
for com pas sion on
the Heart of His
Most Holy Mother,
sur rounded with
thorns.

See page 21

June 13, 1929.

Promise of 
World Peace

The Vi sion of the
Most Holy Trin ity
and Our Lady of
Fatima at Tuy,
Spain, where Our
Lady an nounced,
“The mo ment has
come ...” For a
com plete
de scrip tion of this
Vi sion and its
sig nif i cance.

see page 23
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Who Saw the Visions?

In the sum mer of 1917, while
“the war to end all wars” raged

across north ern Eu rope, a se ries
of events oc curred in ru ral Por tu -
gal that would ul ti mately eclipse
in im por tance even the great est
of global con flicts.

Those events were the ap pa ri -
tions of the Blessed Vir gin Mary
to three peas ant chil dren in a
field called the Cova da Iria, near
Fatima, a small vil lage in cen tral
Por tu gal, about 90 miles from
Lis bon. Our Lady con veyed to the 
chil dren mes sages from Heaven
of vi tal im por tance, in deed an
Apoc a lyp tic ur gent mes sage not
only to the Cath o lic Church but to 
the en tire world!

Lucy dos Santos
Of the three shep herd chil -

dren who wit nessed the Fatima
ap pa ri tions, only the el dest, Lucy
dos Santos, sur vives to day. She
has spent most of her adult life as
a clois tered nun, and cur rently
lives in a con vent in Coimbra,
Por tu gal, not far from her birth -
place. Now over 94 years old, Sis -
ter Lucy was barely 10 when Our
Lady’s ap pa ri tions first oc curred
to her.

Dur ing the six ap pa ri tions,
Lucy was the only one of the
three chil dren to ac tu ally speak
to the Blessed Vir gin, both ask ing
ques tions and an swer ing them.
Lucy was also the only one of the
three to write down her own de -
scrip tion of her con ver sa tions, in -
clud ing a text with the Blessed

Vir gin’s words.
Fa ther Formigao, Sis ter Lucy’s 

first spir i tual di rec tor, af ter in ter -
ro gat ing her, said “My child, you
must love Our Lord very much, in 
re turn for so many graces and
favors He is grant ing you.”

Lucy’s First Mys ti cal Graces
The youn gest of six chil dren,

Lucy had al ready shown signs of
ex cep tional pi ety and de vo tion
well be fore the ap pa ri tions.

At a time when, in spite of the
re cent de crees of Pope Saint Pius
X, great strict ness on the age for
First Com mu nion still re mained,
Lucy ob tained the sig nal fa vor of
be ing able to go to Holy Com mu -
nion at the age of six.

Sis ter Lucy re calls:
“When the priest came to dis -

trib ute the Bread of An gels my
heart beat so hard that I thought
it was go ing to come out of my
chest. But as soon as he placed
the Di vine Host on my lips, I felt a 
se ren ity and un al ter able peace. I
felt swal lowed up by an at mo -
sphere so su per nat u ral that the
pres ence of our good God be -
came to me as per cep ti ble as if I
were see ing Him and hear ing
Him with my bodily senses.”

Sis ter Lucy then ad dressed
these sup pli ca tions to Our Lord:

“‘Lord, make a Saint out of
me, pre serve my heart al ways
pure for You alone!’ It seemed to
me then that the Good God spoke 
to me in the depth of my heart
these very clear words: ‘The grace 
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which is given you to day will re -
main liv ing in your soul, and will
pro duce there fruits of eter nal
life.’ I felt, in this way, trans -
formed in God.”

In 1919, Sis ter Lucy’s mother,
Maria Rosa fell gravely ill, not far
from death. Lucy’s el der sis ter,
Maria dos Anjos, see ing that
there was no lon ger any hope,
pleaded:

“Lucy, if it is true that you saw
Our Lady, go now to Cova da
Iria, ask Her to cure our mother. 
Prom ise Her what you wish, we
will do it, and then we will be -
lieve.”

It was win ter and it was rain -
ing hard. Lucy went through
paths which cut across fields, re -
cit ing her Ro sary.

“I made my re quest to the
Most Holy Vir gin. Giving free rein 
to grief, I poured out abun dant
tears and I re turned to the house
com forted, in the hope that my
dear est Heav enly Mother would
grant health to my mother on
earth.

“When I en tered the house,
my mother al ready felt a lit tle
better, and three days later, she
could do the house work. I had
prom ised the Most Holy Vir gin, if
She would grant what I asked
Her, to go nine days in suc ces -
sion, ac com pa nied by my sis ters,
to re cite the Ro sary at the Cova
da Iria, and to walk on our knees
from the top of the road to the
foot of the holm-oak; and on the
last day, to take with us nine poor 
chil dren and af ter wards give
them a meal ...” Maria dos Anjos
tes ti fies that “the cri sis dis ap -

peared on the spot.”
To this day, pi ous pil grims to

Fatima can be seen trac ing Lucy’s
path on their knees, young moth -
ers with their ro bust ba bies
strapped to their back, peo ple on
crutches, grand fa thers and
grand moth ers, mak ing their way
to ward the holm-oak tree, re cit -
ing the Ro sary the en tire way.
This prayer path where pil grims
walk on their knees to the place
Our Lady ap peared has been the
cause for many re corded mir a cles 
of cures and con ver sions.

Fran cisco Marto
The other two chil dren, first

cous ins to Lucy, also dem on -
strated deep re li gious de vo tion
from an early age. The el der of
the two, Fran cisco Marto, was ex -
cep tion ally de voted to what he
called “the Hid den Je sus” in the
most Holy Eu cha rist, and spent
many hours in prayer be fore the
Ta ber na cle in or der to con sole
Him. His de vo tion in ten si fied af -
ter the Fatima ex pe ri ences, in
which he saw the vi sions, but did
not hear the Vir gin speak.

What im pressed Fran cisco
dur ing the ap pa ri tions Lucy re -
ports, “was God, the Most Blessed 
Trin ity, in that im mense light
which pen e trated us in the
depths of our soul.

“We were burn ing in that light 
which is God and we were not
con sumed. What is God? We
could never put it into words!
Yes, truly, no one will ever be
able to ex press it! What a pity it
is. He is so sad! If only we could
con sole Him!”
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On Au gust 19, then again on
Oc to ber 13, the Most Holy Vir gin 
also showed Her self very much
af flicted and, in that con tem pla -
tion, Fran cisco found his own vo -
ca tion, the goal of his whole life;
to con sole Our Lady and Our
Lord.

Fran cisco was 10 years old
when he died on April 4, 1919,
just a year and a half af ter the last 
ap pa ri tion at Cova da Iria, the
field near Fatima where Our Lady 
had come to ap pear six times.

But, show ered with graces at 
each one of the ap pa ri tions of
Our Lady, sanc ti fied by the
num ber less Ro saries that he had 
re cited, by his sol i tary prayers in 
the coun try and the long hours
spent near the Ta ber na cle, all
ab sorbed in con sol ing the hid -
den Je sus, pu ri fied fi nally by the 
suf fer ing of his ill ness, he was
al ready pre pared for Heaven
and the Vir gin Mary came to get
him.

We can not help our selves
from think ing that in thus grant -
ing the grace of such a pre co cious 
sanc tity to Fran cisco of Fatima,
the Most Holy Vir gin wants us to
know that She is in deed the
Mediatrix of all Graces.

Jacinta Marto
The third seer was Fran cisco’s

youn ger sis ter, Jacinta. Only
seven at the time of the ap pa ri -
tions, Jacinta both saw and heard 
the Vir gin, but did not speak to
Her dur ing the 1917 ap pa ri tions.
She was also re luc tant to talk
about the vi sions, though she was 
the first to bring them to the at -

ten tion of her par ents.
Jacinta is the one to whom the 

Blessed Vir gin had granted, with
a greater abun dance of graces, a
better knowl edge of God and of
vir tue. In fact, al though she was
the youn gest of the three seers,
she is the one who seems first of
all to have ben e fit ted from the
great est in ti macy with the Most
Holy Vir gin.

Among the short prayers
taught them, Jacinta had cho sen:
“Sweet Heart of Mary, be my sal -
va tion!” Some times, af ter say ing
that, she would add with that
sim plic ity so nat u ral to her:

“I love so much the Im mac u -
late Heart of Mary! It is the Heart
of our lit tle Mama of Heaven! Do
you not love to re peat of ten:
Sweet Heart of Mary, Im mac u -
late Heart of Mary? Me, I love
that so much, so much!”

Some times, she would gather
flow ers from the fields, and at the 
same time sing to a tune that she
had made up: “Sweet Heart of
Mary, con vert sin ners. Save souls
from hell!”

Our Lady asked Jacinta if she
were will ing to suf fer much to
save sin ners from hell. Jacinta
agreed. Some weeks later, shortly 
af ter Fran cisco had died, Jacinta
was sent to Saint Au gus tine hos -
pi tal at Vila Nova de Ourem,
about 10 miles from Fatima. Dur -
ing her two-month stay at the
hos pi tal, Jacinta suf fered tre men -
dously, and more than ev ery thing 
else, from her pain ful sol i tude.

Lucy asked her then if she was 
suf fer ing a great deal.
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“I suf fer, yes. But I of fer ev ery -
thing for sin ners and in rep a ra -
tion to the Im mac u late Heart of
Mary.”

Then she spoke en thu si as ti -
cally of Our Lord and Our Lady,
and said:

“I love so much to suf fer for
Their love and to make Them
happy! They love very much
those who suf fer for the con ver -
sion of sin ners.”

Jacinta could not be cured in
Ourem and was sent home. In an
ef fort to save her life, her par ents
were per suaded to send her to
Lis bon. Her mother ac com pa nied
her but had to re turn to Fatima.
She left her in the care of the sis -
ters at an or phan age.

On Feb ru ary 2, 1920, on the
Feast of the Pre sen ta tion of the
Child Je sus, Jacinta left Our Lady
of the Mir a cles Or phan age for the 
Lis bon hos pi tal Dona Estefania.

Dr. Cas tro Freire who re -
ceived her at the hos pi tal di ag -
nosed “pu ru lent pleu risy of the
large left cav ity, with fis tula;
osteitis of the sev enth and eighth
ribs of the same side.”

On Feb ru ary 10, Jacinta was
op er ated on. She had much to
suf fer, for they could not give her
a gen eral an es thetic, be cause of
her ex treme weak ness, and they
had to be con tent with a lo cal an -
es thetic, a method which was still 
im per fect at the time. They with -
drew two ribs from her left side;
the wound was as large as a
hand; she suf fered greatly from
it, and the pain was re vived each
time it was nec es sary to ban dage 
the wound.

The doc tor in Lis bon who op -
er ated on Jacinta con sid ered her
a saint be cause al though the lo -
cal an es thetic did not work,
Jacinta never com plained. The
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doc tor heard her say to Our
Lord: “Now Je sus You can save
many souls be cause I suf fer very
much.”

On Feb ru ary 20, 1920,
Jacinta died alone, with no one
to as sist her in her last mo ments.

Jacinta and Fran cisco’s
Be at i fi ca tion

The Church has given wit -
ness to the he roic sanc tity of
the Fatima chil dren whom Our
Lady prom ised to take to
Heaven. In May 1989, the Holy
Fa ther pro claimed them ven er -
a ble. They were be at i fied by the 
same Pope on May 13, 2000, to
the great joy of the faith ful,
who now pray ear nestly for
their can on iza tion.

Ini tial Se crecy
Im me di ately af ter the first ap -

pa ri tion of Our Lady on May 13,
1917, all three of the chil dren
agreed to tell no one about see ing 
Our Lady and what She said.

Nev er the less, seven-year-old
Jacinta, moved by a spe cial grace 
and her youth ful en thu si asm,
was un able to con tain her self
and spoke to her mother about
the first ap pa ri tion that eve ning,
thus the events came to pub lic
at ten tion.

Though Jacinta did not elab o -
rate, what lit tle she said was
enough to cause ru mors to be
spread through the vi cin ity, and
there were both de vout and sim -
ply cu ri ous on look ers at all sub se -
quent ap pa ri tions.

The his tor i cal ac count of what 
hap pened dur ing the ap pa ri tions
took many years to un fold, be -

cause the Blessed Vir gin Her self
de sired the full ac count to be
given at a later date when, be -
cause of cer tain events, the
Church would be able to un der -
stand it.

Dur ing the third ap pa ri tion,
Our Lady spe cif i cally re quested
that they keep part of the mes -
sage se cret un til that time.

De spite this grow ing at ten -
tion, as well as in ten sive in ter ro -
ga tions by par ents, priests,
bish ops and gov ern ment of fi cials, 
the three chil dren kept their se -
cret.

Sis ter Lucy’s Mem oirs
The best source of in for ma -

tion about what hap pened dur ing 
the ap pa ri tions is there fore Sis ter
Lucy, who still had much to dis -
close when she en tered a con vent 
at the age of 18. There, she con -
tin ued to main tain the si lence
Our Lady had re quested, for
many more years. Then, in a se -
ries of six “mem oirs” writ ten at
the re quest of bish ops and spir i -
tual ad vis ers be tween the mid
1930’s and the early 1990’s, Sis -
ter Lucy pro vided var i ous ac -
counts of what hap pened dur ing
the six ap pa ri tions of 1917.

The most de tailed ac counts
are in the fourth mem oir, which
was writ ten in 1941, some 24
years af ter the events took place. 
(Pas sages quoted here are from
an Eng lish lan guage edi tion of
the orig i nal Por tu guese doc u -
ments pub lished un der the ti tle
Fatima in Lucy’s Own Words by
Pos tu la tion Cen ter, pub lished in
1976 in Fatima, Por tu gal.)
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Visits of the Angel

In 1916, as if in prep a ra tion
for the Visits of Our Lady, the

three chil dren were graced
with three vis its by an An gel.

The First Ap pear ance - 
Spring, 1916

The chil dren were tend ing
their sheep on the east side of
the Cabeço, (a small hill about
5 min utes’ walk from their vil -
lage called Aljustrel, which is a
ham let of Fatima), when a
strong wind be gan to shake the
trees. A fig ure ap peared above
the ol ive trees and as it came
closer Lucy de scribes:

“It was a young man, about
four teen … whiter than snow,
trans par ent as crys tal when the
sun shines through it, and of
great beauty.”

The young man spoke:
“Do not be afraid! I am the

An gel of Peace. Pray with me.”

Kneeling on the ground, he
bowed down un til his fore head
reached the ground. The chil -
dren did the same. Then he led
them in this prayer three times:

“My God, I be lieve, I adore, I
hope and I love Thee! I ask par -
don of Thee for those who do
not be lieve, do not adore, do
not hope and do not love Thee!”

He rose and said:
“Pray thus. The Hearts of

Jesus and Mary are attentive to
the voice of your
supplications.”

Then he dis ap peared.
They were so im pressed by

the An gel’s pres ence and mes -
sage that they prayed this
prayer over and over again all
day long, ly ing pros trate on the
ground.

They con tin ued to pray like
that for many days but grad u -
ally their fer vor less ened.

The Sec ond Ap pear ance -
Sum mer, 1916

At the height of sum mer, the 
An gel ap peared a sec ond time
as the chil dren, hav ing re -
turned their sheep to their barn
dur ing the hot mid day sun,
were play ing near the well. He
said to them:

“What are you do ing? Pray,
pray very much! The Holy
Hearts of Je sus and Mary have
de signs of mercy on you. Of fer
prayers and sac ri fices con -
stantly to the Most High ... The
Holy Hearts of Je sus and Mary
are at ten tive to the voice of
your sup pli ca tion.

“Make of ev ery thing you can 
a sac ri fice and of fer it to God as 
an act of rep a ra tion for the sins 
by which He is of fended, and in
sup pli ca tion for the con ver sion
of sin ners. You will thus draw
down peace upon your coun try.
I am its An gel Guard ian, the An -
gel of Por tu gal. Above all, ac -
cept and bear with sub mis sion
the suf fer ing which the Lord
will send you.”

The Third Ap pear ance -
Au tumn, 1916

The third and fi nal ap pa ri -
tion of the An gel took place in
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the au tumn while the chil dren
were tend ing their flock in the
small ol ive grove. They knelt
down with their fore heads
touch ing the ground and were
re cit ing the prayer of the An gel
when an ex traor di nary light
shone upon them.
“We be held the An gel, hold ing a 
chal ice in his left hand with the
Host sus pended above it, from
which some drops of blood fell
into the chal ice.

“Leaving the (Host and) chal -
ice sus pended in the air, the An -
gel lay pros trate on the ground
be side us and made us re peat
three times:

“Most Holy Trin ity, Fa ther,
Son and Holy Spirit, I of fer Thee
the most pre cious Body, Blood,
Soul and Di vin ity of the same
Son, Je sus Christ, pres ent in all
the ta ber na cles of the world, in
rep a ra tion for all the sacrileges,
out rages and in dif fer ence by
which He Him self is of fended.
And through the in fi nite mer its
of His most Sa cred Heart, and
the Im mac u late Heart of Mary, I
beg of Thee the con ver sion of
poor sin ners.”

Lucy con tin ues, “Then ris ing,
he took the chal ice and the Host
in his hands. He gave the Sa cred
Host to me, and shared the Blood 
from the Chal ice be tween
Jacinta and Fran cisco, say ing as
he did so:

“‘Take and drink the Body
and Blood of Je sus Christ, hor ri -
bly out raged by un grate ful men!
Make rep a ra tion for their
crimes and con sole your God.’

“Once again, he pros trated

on the ground and re peated with 
us, three times more, the same
prayer and then dis ap peared.”

The brief words of the An gel
pres ent as a syn the sis the unique
mes sage of Fatima which con sti -
tutes for our cen tury a glimpse of 
the Gos pel per fectly adapted to
our time.

Who is this An gel of Peace
that came to Fatima as a pre cur -
sor of Our Lady? Por tu guese his -
to ri ans rec og nize St. Mi chael the 
Arch an gel as their pa tron and
pro tec tor, who had al ways been
ven er ated as the Guard ian An gel 
of their coun try.

In ad di tion, in the Ro man
Bre viary as well as in the lit a nies, 
the Arch an gel Mi chael is also in -
voked un der the ti tles Au thor of
Peace and Mi chael, the An gel of
Peace.
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The Appearances of the
Blessed Virgin

“I Am of Heaven”
The First Visit, May 13, 1917

The flash of light that com -
menced the first ap pa ri tion

looked like light ning to Lucy.
She told her youn ger com pan -
ions, Fran cisco and Jacinta,
that they should hurry home
and take with them the flock of
sheep they were tend ing, be -
fore a thun der storm be gan.

A sec ond flash of light soon
fol lowed, and this time, the
chil dren sud denly saw a
Woman stand ing on a small
holm-oak, only a few feet away. 
She seemed to Lucy to be about
18 to 20 years old, wear ing a
white gown em broi dered with
gold. She ra di ated bril liant
clus ters of light, and Her face
was su per nat u rally beau ti ful.

Sis ter Lucy’s fourth mem oir
gives this ac count of the open -
ing di a logue with Our Lady:

“Do not be afraid. I will do
you no harm.”

“Where is Your Grace
from?”

“I am of Heaven.”

Sis ter Lucy asked what was
wanted from her.

“I have come to ask you to
come here for six months in suc -
ces sion, on the 13th day, at this
same hour.

“Later on, I will tell you who 
I am and what I want.

“Af ter wards, I will re turn
here yet a sev enth time.”

On the sub ject of Heaven,
Sis ter Lucy then asked:

“Shall I go to Heaven too?”
“Yes, you will.”

“And Jacinta?”
“She will go also.”

“And Fran cisco?”
“He will go there too, but he

will have to say many Ro -

saries.”

The Vir gin then gave a
glimpse of Her pur poses when
She asked the chil dren:

“Are you will ing to of fer
your selves to God and bear all
the suf fer ings He wills to send
you, as an act of rep a ra tion for
the con ver sion of sin ners?”

When they in di cated their
will ing ness, the Vir gin told the
chil dren:

“Then you are go ing to have
much to suf fer, but the grace of
God will be your com fort.”

The mem oir then de scribes
the ex traor di nary ef fect as Our
Lady opened Her hands, ra di at -
ing “a light so in tense ... its rays
pen e trated our hearts and the
in ner most depths of our souls,
mak ing us see our selves in God
... more clearly than we see our -
selves in the best of mir rors.”

Then, moved by an in te rior
im pulse which was com mu ni -
cated to them, they fell on their
knees and said to gether:

“O Most Holy Trin ity, I
adore Thee. My God, my God, I
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love Thee in the Most Blessed
Sac ra ment.” The first mo ments
passed, and Our Lady added:

“Re cite the Ro sary ev ery day
in or der to ob tain peace for the
world and the end of the war.”

Lucy asked whether the war
would still last a long time, or if
it would soon end.

“I can not tell you yet, as I
have not yet told you all that I
want.”

At the end of their con ver sa -
tion Our Lady be gan to rise se -
renely, go ing up to wards the
east un til She dis ap peared in
the im men sity of the sky. The
light which sur rounded Her
seemed to open a path for Her
among the stars, and for this
rea son the chil dren said some -
times that they had seen
Heaven open ing.

“My Im mac u late Heart
will be your Refuge”

The Sec ond Visit,
 June 13, 1917

When they re turned to the
same place a month later, the
chil dren were ac com pa nied by a
small group of fol low ers who
had heard re ports of the first ap -
pa ri tion. The group said the Ro -
sary to gether, and the same
light ning-like flash ap peared,
fol lowed by the Blessed Vir gin’s
ap pear ance stand ing on a cloud
rest ing on the holm-oak. All
could see the tree bend ing a lit -
tle, as if some one were stand ing
on it. Our Lady was vis i ble only
to the three chil dren.

Lucy asked Our Lady “Your

Grace what do You want of me?”
“I wish you to come here on

the 13th of next month, to pray
the Ro sary ev ery day, and to
learn how to read.

“Later I will tell you what I
want.”

This time, Lucy asked the Vir -
gin to take her and her com pan -
ions to Heaven, and she re ceived
this re ply:

“I will take Jacinta and Fran -

cisco soon, but you, Lucy, are to

stay here some time lon ger. Je -
sus wishes to make use of you in
or der to make Me known and
loved. He wishes to es tab lish in
the world de vo tion to My Im -
mac u late Heart. To who ever em -
braces this de vo tion, I prom ise
sal va tion; those souls will be
cher ished by God, as flow ers
placed by Me to adorn His
Throne.”

“Am I to stay here alone?”
Lucy asked pain fully.

“No, My daugh ter. Are you
suf fer ing a great deal? Do not
lose heart, I will never for sake
you! My Im mac u late Heart will
be your ref uge and the way that
will lead you to God.”

Lucy, in her Mem oir writes:
“It was at the mo ment when

She pro nounced those last words 
that She opened Her hands and
com mu ni cated to us, for the sec -
ond time, the re flec tion of that
im mense light. In it we saw our -
selves as sub merged in God.

“Jacinta and Fran cisco ap -
peared to be in the part of that
light which el e vated it self to
Heaven, and I in the part which
spread it self on earth.

“In the palm of the right hand 
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of Our Lady there was a Heart
sur rounded by thorns which
seemed to pierce it. We un der -
stood that it was the Im mac u late
Heart of Mary, out raged by the
sins of hu man ity, which pleaded
for rep a ra tion.”

The An nounce ment of the
Great Mir a cle, the Se cret, 

the Prom ise of Peace
The Third Visit, July 13, 1917

By mid-sum mer, word of the
ap pa ri tions had spread widely,
and the three chil dren, as they
said their Ro sary in prep a ra tion
for Our Lady’s visit, were sur -
rounded by about 5,000 on look -
ers. The chil dren saw the usual
flash of light and then saw Our
Lady on the holm-oak 

Again Lucy asked, “What
does Your Grace want of me?”

“I want you to come here on
the 13th of next month and to
con tinue pray ing the Ro sary ev -
ery day in honor of Our Lady of
the Ro sary, in or der to ob tain
peace for the world and the end
of the war, be cause only She can
help you.”

Here Our Lady re ferred to
Her self in the third per son. Lucy
asked Her to tell them who She
was, and to work a mir a cle so
that ev ery one would be lieve that 
She was ap pear ing to them.

“Con tinue to come here ev ery
month.

“In Oc to ber I will tell you
who I am and what I want and I
will per form a mir a cle for all to
see and be lieve.”

Lucy made some re quests to
which Our Lady re plied that it
was nec es sary to pray the Ro sary 

in or der to ob tain these graces
through out the year. And She
con tin ued:

“Sac ri fice your selves for sin -
ners, and say many times, es pe -
cially when you make some
sac ri fice: O my Je sus, it is for
love of Thee, for the con ver sion
of sin ners, and in rep a ra tion for
the sins com mit ted against the
Im mac u late Heart of Mary.”

As Our Lady spoke these
words, She opened Her hands
once more, as She had done dur -
ing the two pre vi ous months.

This time the light did not fall 
on the chil dren but on the
ground be tween them and Our
Lady. In this light the chil dren
could see be low the face of the
earth. They saw the fires of hell.

Lucy de scribes this vi sion of
hell:

“The rays of light seemed to
pen e trate the earth, and we saw
as it were a sea of fire. Plunged
in this fire were de mons and
souls in hu man form, like trans -
par ent burn ing em bers, all black -
ened yet like bur nished bronze,
float ing about in the con fla gra -
tion, now raised into the air by
the flames that is sued from
within them selves to gether with
great clouds of smoke, now fall -
ing back on ev ery side like sparks 
in huge fires, with out weight or
equi lib rium, amid shrieks and
groans of pain and de spair,
which hor ri fied us and made us
trem ble with fear. (It must have
been this sight which caused me
to cry out, as peo ple say they
heard me.) The de mons could be 
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dis tin guished by their ter ri fy ing
and re pel lent like ness to fright -
ful and un known an i mals, black
and trans par ent like burn ing
coals.”

Here, in her Third Mem oir,
Lucy added:

“That vi sion lasted only a mo -
ment, thanks to our Good
Mother of Heaven, Who, at the
first ap pa ri tion, prom ised to
bring us to Heaven. With out
that, I think we would have died
of ter ror and fear.

“Ter rified and as if to plead
for suc cor, we looked up at Our
Lady, Who said to us, so kindly
and so sadly:”

“You have seen hell where the 
souls of poor sin ners go. To save
them, God wishes to es tab lish in
the world de vo tion to My Im -
mac u late Heart. If what I say to
you is done, many souls will be
saved and there will be peace.

“The war is go ing to end; but
if peo ple do not cease of fend ing
God, a worse one will break out
dur ing the reign of Pius XI.

“When you see a night il lu -
mi nated by an un known light,
know that this is the great sign
given you by God that He is
about to pun ish the world for
its crimes, by means of war,
fam ine, per se cu tions of the
Church and of the Holy Fa ther.

“To pre vent this, I shall come
to ask for the con se cra tion of
Rus sia to My Im mac u late Heart,
and the Com mu nion of Rep a ra -
tion on the First Sat ur days.

“If My re quests are heeded,
Rus sia will be con verted, and
there will be peace; if not, she
will spread her er rors through -
out the world, caus ing wars and

per se cu tions of the Church. The
good will be mar tyred, the Holy
Fa ther will have much to suf fer,
var i ous na tions will be an ni hi -
lated.

“In the end, My Im mac u late
Heart will tri umph. The Holy
Fa ther will con se crate Rus sia to
Me, and she will be con verted,

and a pe riod of peace will be

granted to the world. In
Por tu gal, the dogma of the Faith
will al ways be pre served; etc...
Do not tell this to any body.
Fran cisco, yes, you may tell him.

“When you pray the Ro sary,
say af ter each mys tery: O my
Je sus, for give us our sins, save
us from the fires of hell. Lead all
souls to Heaven, es pe cially those
most in need.”

The hor ri fy ing vi sion of hell
fol lowed by the prom ise of peace 
through Her Im mac u late Heart
con sti tute the first two parts of a
three-part se cret which Our Lady 
com mu ni cated to the chil dren
that day.

A Se cret With held
The words of the Vir gin

quoted above were set down by
Sis ter Lucy in sev eral of her
mem oirs. Sis ter Lucy, with the
ap proval of her bishop, re vealed
the  first two parts of the Se cret
in 1941.  By a let ter writ ten in
mid-Oc to ber 1943, His Ex cel -
lency Don José the Bishop of
Fatima, gave the for mal writ ten
or der to Sis ter Lucy to write
down the third part of the Se cret. 
Sis ter Lucy, from Oc to ber to the
end of De cem ber, ex pe ri enced
un speak able an guish and was
not able to bring her self to write
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this part of the Se cret down.
Each time she took up her
pen to do so she found her self 
in ca pa ble of writ ing. This
mys te ri ous im ped i ment, Lucy 
ex plained, “was not due to
nat u ral causes.”

On Jan u ary 2, 1944, Our
Lady ap peared to Sis ter Lucy
in the in fir mary at Tuy to tell
her to write down the Se cret
... in con for mity with what
had been asked of her.

On Jan u ary 9, 1944, Sis -
ter Lucy wrote to Bishop da
Silva: “I have writ ten what
you asked me; God willed to
try me a lit tle, but fi nally, this
was in deed His will: (the
text) is sealed in an en ve lope
and it is in the note books ...”

Sis ter Lucy feared so
much for the safety of this en -
ve lope that she would not en -
trust it to the post of fice nor any
or di nary mes sen ger. It was not
un til June 17, 1944, when Arch -
bishop Manuel Ferreira da Silva
came on be half of Bishop José
Correia da Silva, she dis creetly
handed him the note book and
the en ve lope, which con tained
her writ ings con cern ing the
Third Se cret.

On De cem ber 8, 1945,
Bishop José placed the en ve lope
sealed by Sis ter Lucy in a larger
en ve lope, also sealed with wax,
on which he wrote in his own
hand: “This en ve lope with its
con tents is to be given to His Em -
i nence Don Manuel, Pa tri arch of
Lis bon, af ter my death.”

Our Lady asked that this third 
part of the Se cret be made
known to the faith ful at the lat est 
by 1960. Like the first two parts
of the Se cret, it is clear, and easy
to un der stand. Like the sec ond
part of the Se cret, it is pro phetic.
We know that from Car di nal
Ottaviani who tells us he read it
and it is a proph ecy of the fu ture. 
Many Fatima ex perts be lieve
that we are now liv ing through
the Third Se cret.

On June 26, 2000, Car di nal
Ratzinger and Arch bishop
Bertone pub lished pho to graph i -
cally four hand writ ten pages, 62
lines long, writ ten by Sis ter Lucy, 
and taken from her note books.
These four pages de scribed a vi -
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sion Sis ter Lucy had. How ever,
this June 26 doc u ment did not
in clude the let ter Sis ter Lucy
wrote to the bishop, which con -
tained the ac tual words of Our
Lady in the Third Se cret. Nei ther
does the in ter pre ta tion of that vi -
sion given by Car di nal Ratzinger
and Arch bishop Bertone re fer to
the line “In Por tu gal the dogma
of the Faith will al ways be pre -
served, etc.”, which Sis ter Lucy
has clearly in di cated is part of
the Third Se cret.

Fur ther more, Fa ther Alonso,
the first of fi cial Fatima ar chi vist,
and the sec ond Bishop of Fatima
as sures us that the Third Se cret
it self is only a sin gle sheet of pa -
per. The ac tual text is about 25
lines long.

The Three Seers are
Kid napped

Au gust 13, 1917
The sched uled ren dez vous

with Our Lady did not oc cur on
the ap pointed 13th day of Au -
gust be cause the chil dren had
been kid napped on that morn ing 
by the hos tile civil au thor i ties in
an at tempt to frighten the chil -
dren into de ny ing the ap pear -
ances of Our Lady. For sev eral
days they were im pris oned with
com mon crim i nals. The an gry of -
fi cials even threat ened the chil -
dren with death by be ing boiled
in oil. The threat proved use less
against the three chil dren, con fi -
dent of the Heav enly re ward
prom ised them. Two days later,
they were re leased un harmed.

Mean while on Au gust 13, at

the Cova, 15,000 on look ers had
gath ered. Let us lis ten to one of
the wit nesses at the Cova:

“Around the holm-oak, we
prayed, we sang hymns of the
Church. But the lit tle ones were
late in com ing, and ev ery one be -
gan to get im pa tient. There upon, 
some one came from Fatima say -
ing that the Ad min is tra tor had
take the chil dren away.

“There arose then a dis tur -
bance, and I do not know what
would have hap pened if, sud -
denly, a clap of thun der had not
made it self heard. The clap of
thun der was more or less sim i lar
to that of the pre ced ing time.

“At the clap of thun der there
fol lowed light ning, and at once
we be gan to no tice a small cloud, 
very pretty, white in color, very
light, which hov ered some mo -
ments over the holm-oak, then
rose to wards the sky, and dis ap -
peared in the at mo sphere.

“While look ing around us,
we ob served a strange thing,
which we had al ready seen the
pre vi ous time, and which we
were go ing to see again in the
fu ture. The faces of the peo ple
had all the col ors of the rain -
bow: pink, red, blue ... The trees 
did not ap pear to have branches
and leaves but only flow ers; ev -
ery thing seemed laden with
flow ers, and ev ery leaf ap -
peared to be a flower. The
ground was cov ered with
squares of dif fer ent col ors.
Clothes were also of ev ery color
of the rain bow. The two lan -
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terns at tached to the arch ap -
peared to be made of gold.”

Briefly, ev ery thing had hap -
pened out wardly as if the ap pa ri -
tion had taken place. Our Lady,
it was ob vi ous, had not missed
the ren dez vous. And She had
man i fested Her pres ence by im -
pos ing signs, wit nessed by most
of the pil grims pres ent that day.

Manuel Goncalves, from the
ham let of Montelo, tes ti fied to
Canon Formigao on Oc to ber 11:
“There were many ex traor di nary 
signs ... al most all those who
were there saw them.”

Our Lady Re peats Her
Prom ises

The Fourth Visit, Aug. 19, 1917
Sis ter Lucy re lates the un ex -

pected ap pa ri tion which came to
shower them with an im mense
joy:

“I felt that some thing su per -
nat u ral was ap proach ing and en -
vel op ing us. Sus pecting that Our
Lady was go ing to ap pear to us,
and feel ing sorry that Jacinta
would not be there to see Her,
we asked her brother John to go
and get her. An in stant af ter
Jacinta ar rived, Our Lady ap -
peared.

“What does Your Grace want
from me?”

“I want you to con tinue go ing 
to the Cova da Iria on the 13th,
that you con tinue pray ing the
Ro sary ev ery day. On the last
month, I will per form a mir a cle
so that all may be lieve. If they
had not taken you to the city, the 
mir a cle would have been
greater. Saint Jo seph will come

with the Child Je sus, to give
peace to the world. Our Lord will 
come to bless the peo ple. Our
Lady of the Ro sary and Our Lady
of Sor rows will come also.”

Looking very sad, Our Lady
also said:

“Pray, pray very much and
make sac ri fices for sin ners, for
many souls go to hell be cause
they have no one to make sac ri -
fices and pray for them.”

And then, as usual, She be -
gan to as cend to wards the east.

30,000 Pil grims see 
Ex traor di nary Signs

in the Heavens
The Fifth Visit, Sept. 13, 1917

By Sep tem ber, ac counts of
the vi sions had raised such wide -
spread in ter est, the chil dren had
to make their way through a
large throng to reach the ap pa ri -
tion site. Many voices joined
their rec i ta tion of the Ro sary be -
fore the Vir gin ap peared. As be -
fore, She stood over the
holm-oak, vis i ble only to the
chil dren.

Fa ther John Quaresma, who
later be came Vicar Gen eral of
Leiria, de scribes the ap pa ri tion:

“Once again at mid day there
was com plete si lence. One only
heard the mur mur of prayers.
Sud denly there were sounds of
ju bi la tion and voices prais ing the 
Blessed Vir gin. Arms were raised 
point ing to some thing in the sky.
‘Look, don’t you see?’ ‘Yes, yes, I
do ...!’ There was much sat is fac -
tion on the part of those who did.

“There had not been a cloud
in the deep blue sky and I too
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raised my eyes and scru -
ti nized it in case I should 
be able to dis tin guish
what the oth ers, more
for tu nate than I, had al -
ready claimed to have
seen. With great as ton -
ish ment I saw, clearly
and dis tinctly, a lu mi -
nous globe, which
moved from the east to
the west, glid ing slowly
and ma jes ti cally
through space.

“The globe then be -
gan to ap proach the
holm-oak of the ap pa ri -
tion. Then the sun’s
bright ness di min ished,
the at mo sphere be came
golden yel low, like the
other times. Some peo -
ple even re ported be ing
able to dis tin guish the
stars in the sky.”

Lucy again asked
Our Lady, “What does
Your Grace want of
me?”

“Con tinue to say the
Ro sary to ob tain the end
of the war. In Oc to ber Our Lord
will come, as well as Our Lady of
Sor rows and Our Lady of Car -
mel. Saint Jo seph will ap pear
with the Child Je sus to bless the
world.”

The Blessed Vir gin also
added:

“In Oc to ber I will per form a
mir a cle so that all  may be lieve.”

Wit nesses at the Cova de -
scribed what they saw:

“Dur ing the time of the ap pa -

ri tion the ma jor ity of the pil -
grims had en joyed a mar vel ous
spec ta cle. They saw fall ing from 
Heaven a shower of white pet -
als, or round, shin ing snow -
flakes which slowly de scended
and dis ap peared as they ap -
proached the ground. It was an
un heard of phe nom e non, which 
the wit nesses had dif fi culty de -
scrib ing. Some de scribed them
as stars, and oth ers as a rain of
white roses which van ished as
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they ap proached the ground.”
The Blessed Vir gin wished to

give the crowd gath ered around
the holm-oak where She was ap -
pear ing, an other sign of Her
pres ence:

“A pleas ant-look ing cloud
formed around the rus tic arch
which dom i nated the lit tle tree
stump. Ris ing up from the
ground, it grew thicker and went
up into the air un til it was five or
six me ters high; then it dis ap -
peared like smoke that van ishes
be fore the wind.

“A few mo ments later, sim i lar
curls of smoke were formed and
dis ap peared in the same man ner,
and then a third time. Ev ery thing
hap pened as though some in vis i -
ble thuri fers were in cens ing the
Vi sion li tur gi cally. The three
‘incensations’ to gether lasted the
whole time of the ap pa ri tion, that 
is from ten to fif teen min utes.”

The Bishop of Leiria, in his let -
ter ap prov ing de vo tion to Our
Lady of Fatima, de clared this
phe nom ena “hu manly speak ing
in ex pli ca ble.”

The Di vine Seal:
The Mir a cle of the Sun,

Our Lady of fers 
Her Scap u lar

The Sixth Visit, Oct. 13, 1917
The ex pec ta tion of a mir a cle

at tracted a crowd of over 70,000
to the ap pa ri tion site on Oc to ber
13.

Lucy re lates:
“We left home quite early, ex -

pect ing that we would be de layed 
along the way. Masses of peo ple

thronged the roads. The rain fell
in tor rents … Once we ar rived at
the Cova da Iria, near the
holm-oak, about 1:00 p.m.,
moved by an in ner im pulse, I
asked the peo ple to shut their
um brel las and say the Ro sary.”

Up on the road, shel tered in
their au to mo biles, all those who
did not have the cour age to ven -
ture into the claylike mire of the
Cova wit nessed a stu pe fy ing
spec ta cle. At a given mo ment,
this con fused and com pact mass
of peo ple shut their um brel las,
un cov er ing them selves in a ges -
ture of hu mil ity and re spect,
while the rain con tin ued to soak
them and flooded ev ery thing.

At about 1:30 p.m., lo cal time
(noon, so lar time), Our Lady ap -
peared over the holm-oak, plac -
ing Her feet over the silk rib bons
and flow ers pi ously laid there the
night be fore. This time Lucy
seemed to fall into an ec stasy, her 
face be com ing more and more
beau ti ful and tak ing on a rosy
tint. 

Lucy again asked, “What does
Your Grace want of me?”

“I want a cha pel to be built
here in My honor. I am the Lady
of the Ro sary. Con tinue to say the 
Ro sary ev ery day. The war will
end soon and the sol diers will re -
turn to their homes.”

The Blessed Vir gin con tin ued,
look ing very sad:

“Peo ple must amend their
lives and ask par don for their
sins. They must not of fend Our
Lord any more for He is al ready
too much of fended.”
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Just as on Sep tem ber 13, the
crowd could see the same cloud
form ing around the holm-oak,
go ing up in the air be fore it dis ap -
peared.

As Our Lady as cended  up
into the sky, Lucy shouted:
“She’s go ing! She’s go ing! ...
Look at the sun!”

It was at this pre cise mo ment
that the crowd wit nessed the ex -
traor di nary spec ta cle of the
“dance of the sun”. The rain had
sud denly stopped, the clouds
were quickly dis persed and the
sky was clear.

Here is Ti Marto’s ac count of
the event:

“We looked eas ily at the sun,
which did not blind us. It seemed
to flicker on and off, first one way 
and then an other. It shot rays in
dif fer ent di rec tions and painted
ev ery thing in dif fer ent col ors —
the trees, the peo ple, the sky and
the ground. What was most ex -
traor di nary was that the sun did
not hurt our eyes at all. Ev ery -
thing was still and quiet; ev ery -
one was look ing up wards. At a
cer tain mo ment the sun seemed
to stop and then be gan to move
and to dance un til it seemed that
it was be ing de tached from the
sky and was fall ing on us.”

While the crowd wit nessed
this amaz ing mir a cle, the three
seers wit nessed the ful fill ment of
Our Lady’s prom ises of Au gust 19 
and Sep tem ber 13.

Sis ter Lucy de scribes what
they saw:

“Af ter Our Lady had dis ap -
peared into the im mense dis -
tance of the fir ma ment, we
be held St. Jo seph with the Child 
Je sus and Our Lady robed in
white with a blue man tle, be side 
the sun. St. Jo seph and the
Child Je sus ap peared to bless
the world, for they traced the
Sign of the Cross with their
hands.

“When, a lit tle later, this ap -
pa ri tion dis ap peared, I saw Our
Lord and Our Lady; it seemed to
me that it was Our Lady of Sor -
rows. Our Lord ap peared to
bless the world in the same
man ner as St. Jo seph had done.

“This vi sion also van ished,
and I saw Our Lady once more,
this time as Our Lady of Car -
mel.”

To ev ery one’s as ton ish ment, 
when the ap pa ri tion was over,
all these peo ple, who were
soaked by the rain and kneel ing 
in a mire of mud, found them -
selves and their cloth ing to be
dry and clean within mo ments
of the Mir a cle of the Sun. Like -
wise the mud on the ground
had dried in stantly and com -
pletely.

God Him self had surely
placed His Di vine Seal of au -
then tic ity on the Mes sage of Our 
Lady of Fatima. Vir tu ally ev ery -
one who wit nessed these events
re garded them as mi rac u lous,
in clud ing those who de scribed
them selves as “non-be liev ers”
and athe ists. 
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Our Lady Returns 
as She Promised

The Ap pa ri tion at Pontevedra
De cem ber 10, 1925

Eight years af ter the Fatima
events, when Sis ter Lucy

was liv ing in a con vent in
Pontevedra, Spain, she ex pe ri -
enced an other ap pa ri tion of Our 
Lady (see picture on page 2). On 
this oc ca sion, the Vir gin re -
turned as She had prom ised at
Fatima to re late the spe cific re -
quire ments for the Com mu nion
of Rep a ra tion on the First Sat ur -
days.

Lucy, writ ing in the third
per son, gives the ac count of the
De cem ber 10, 1925, visit of Our
Lady and the Child Je sus:

“The Most Holy Vir gin ap -
peared to her (Sis ter Lucy), and
by Her side, el e vated on a lu mi -
nous cloud, was the Child Je sus. 
The Most Holy Vir gin rested Her 
hand on her (Sis ter Lucy’s)
shoul der and as She did so, She
showed her (Sis ter Lucy) a heart 
en cir cled by thorns, which She
was hold ing in Her other hand.
At the same time, the Child said:

“‘Have com pas sion on the
Heart of your Most Holy Mother, 
sur rounded with thorns with
which un grate ful men pierce It
at ev ery mo ment, and there is
no one to make an act of rep a ra -
tion to re move them.’”

Then the Most Holy Vir gin
said to Sis ter Lucy:

“Look, My daugh ter at My

Heart sur rounded by thorns
with which un grate ful men
pierce Me at ev ery mo ment by
their blas phe mies and in grat i -
tude. You, at least, try to con -
sole Me and an nounce in My
Name that I prom ise to as sist at
the mo ment of death, with all
the graces nec es sary for sal va -
tion, all those who, on the first
Sat ur day of five con sec u tive
months shall con fess, re ceive
Holy Com mu nion, re cite five de -
cades of the Ro sary, and keep
Me com pany for fif teen min utes
while med i tat ing on the fif teen
mys ter ies of the Ro sary with the
in ten tion of mak ing rep a ra tion
to Me.”

What a charm ing di a logue in 
which the Child Je sus and His
Mother take turns speak ing —
He, to plead Her cause, while
She makes Her re quests ... to
lead us back to Him.

The de vo tion of the Com mu -
nion of Rep a ra tion on the Five
First Sat ur days, men tioned by
the Vir gin at Fatima on July 13,
1917, and then con firmed at
Pontevedra as de scribed above,
forms an es sen tial part of the
Mes sage of Fatima.

The most as ton ish ing thing
at Pontevedra is the in com pa ra -
ble prom ise made by Our Lady.

The Most Holy Vir gin grants
there, with un mea sur able gen -
er os ity, the grace of fi nal per se -
ver ance, which not even a holy
life of prayer and sac ri fice will
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nec es sar ily merit, for it is al ways
a gra tu itous gift of the Di vine
Mercy. The prom ise is with out
any re stric tions.

The dis pro por tion be tween
the lit tle de vo tion re quested,
and the grace which is at tached
to it, re veals to us the al most in fi -
nite power of in ter ces sion con -
ceded to the Blessed Vir gin Mary
for the sal va tion of souls.

Let us keep to the let ter the
prom ise of Our Lady that who -
ever will have ful filled all the
wanted con di tions, can be sure
of ob tain ing, at least at the mo -
ment of death, and even af ter
mis er a ble re lapses into a state of
grave sin, the graces nec es sary
for sal va tion in or der to ob tain
God’s par don and be pre served
from eter nal pun ish ment.

In call ing for the Five First
Sat ur days, Our Lady was, in a
way, re it er at ing the First Sat ur -
day de vo tions pre vi ously ap -
proved by the Church.

On July 1, 1905, St. Pius X ap -
proved and granted in dul gences
for the prac tice of the  first Sat ur -
days of  twelve con sec u tive
months in honor of the Im mac u -
late Con cep tion. On June 13,
1912, fi nally, he granted new in -
dul gences to the prac tice of the
first Sat ur day of each month. This
prac tice greatly re sem bled the re -
quest of Pontevedra.

In or der to pro mote the pi ety
of the faith ful to wards Mary Im -
mac u late, Mother of God, and in
or der to re pair the out rages made
against Her holy name and

against Her priv i leges by wicked
men, Pius X has granted, for the
first Sat ur day of each month, a
ple nary in dul gence, ap pli ca ble to
the souls in Pur ga tory.

Later on we will see the spe cial 
rea sons why Our Lady asks for the 
Five First Sat ur days of Rep a ra -
tion.

Sis ter Lucy Meets a Child
In late au tumn, 1925, Sis ter

Lucy, busy with her du ties at the
convent, was emp ty ing her gar -
bage can out side the gar den. 

She re counts: “I had met a
child, whom I asked if he knew
the Hail Mary. He an swered, ‘Yes’,
and I asked him to say it to me to
hear him say it. But as he would
not say it alone, I re cited it three
times with him.

“At the end of the three Hail
Mary’s, I asked him to say it alone. 
As he re mained si lent and did not
ap pear ca pa ble of say ing it alone, I 
asked him if he knew the church
of Saint Mary. He an swered, ‘Yes’.
I then told him to go there ev ery
day and to pray thus: ‘O my Heav -
enly Mother, give me Your Child
Je sus!’ I taught him that prayer
and I went away.”

The Child Re turns
“Then on Feb ru ary 15, while

re turn ing as usual (to empty a
gar bage can out side the gar den), 
I found there a child who seemed 
to be the same one as be fore, and 
I asked him: ‘Did you ask Our
Heav enly Mother for the Child
Je sus?’

“The child turned to me and
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said:
“‘And you, have you re vealed

to the world what the Heav enly
Mother asked you?’

“And hav ing said that, He
trans formed Him self into a re -
splen dent Child.

“Rec og nizing then that it
was Je sus, I said to Him: ‘My
Je sus! You know what my con -
fes sor said to me in the let ter I
read to You. He said that this
vi sion had to be re peated,
there had to be facts per mit -
ting us to be lieve it, and that
the Mother Su pe rior alone
could not spread this de vo -
tion.’”

Je sus re plied:
“It is true that the Mother

Su pe rior alone can do noth ing, 
but with My grace, she can do

any thing. ...”

Sis ter Lucy re sponded that
her con fes sor said that this de -
vo tion al ready ex isted in the
world be cause many souls re -
ceived Him ev ery first Sat ur day
of the month, in honor of Our
Lady and the fif teen mys ter ies
of the Ro sary.

Je sus an swered:
“It is true, My daugh ter, that 

many souls be gin, but few per se -
vere to the very end, and those
who per se vere do it to re ceive
the graces prom ised. The souls
who make the Five First Sat ur -
days with fer vor and to make
rep a ra tion to the Heart of your
Heav enly Mother, please Me
more than those who make fif -
teen, but are luke warm and in -
dif fer ent.”

The Tuy Ap pa ri tion

“The Mo ment Has Come”
June 13, 1929

In this Tuy ap pa ri tion (see
pic ture on page 2), the Blessed
Vir gin ful filled the prom ise She
made on July 13, 1917 at Fatima
to come back later to ask for the
con se cra tion of Rus sia.

Sis ter Lucy writes:
“I had re quested and ob tained 

per mis sion from my su pe ri ors
and con fes sor to make the Holy
Hour from 11:00 p.m. un til mid -
night from Thurs day to Fri day.
Be ing alone one night, I knelt
down be fore the com mu nion rail
in the mid dle of the cha pel to say
the prayers of the An gel, ly ing
pros trate. Feel ing tired, I got up
and knelt and con tin ued to say
them with my arms in the form of
a cross. The only light came from
the sanc tu ary lamp.

“Sud denly a su per nat u ral
light il lu mi nated the whole cha -
pel and on the al tar ap peared a
cross of light which reached to
the ceil ing. In a brighter part
could be seen, on the up per part
of the cross, the face of a man and 
His body to the waist; On His
breast was an equally lu mi nous
dove. And nailed to the cross, the
body of an other man. A lit tle be -
low the waist, sus pended in mid -
air, was to be seen a Chal ice and a 
large Host onto which fell some
drops of Blood from the face of
the Cru cified and from a wound
in His breast. These drops ran
down over the Host and fell into
the Chal ice.

“Un der the right arm of the
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cross was Our Lady with Her Im -
mac u late Heart in Her hand ... (It
was Our Lady of Fatima with Her
Im mac u late Heart ... in Her left
hand … with out a sword or roses, 
but with a crown of thorns and
flames ...)

“Un der the left arm (of the
cross), some big let ters as it were
of crys tal clear wa ter run ning
down over the Al tar, formed
these words: ‘Grace and Mercy’. I
un der stood that it was the mys -
tery of the Most Holy Trin ity that
was shown to me, and I re ceived
lights about this mys tery which I
am not per mit ted to re veal.

“Then Our Lady said to me:
“‘The mo ment has come when 

God asks the Holy Fa ther to
make, in un ion with all the bish -
ops of the world, the con se cra -
tion of Rus sia to My Im mac u late
Heart, prom is ing to save it by
this means. So nu mer ous are the
souls which the jus tice of God
con demns for the sins com mit ted 
against Me, that I come to ask
you for rep a ra tion. Sac ri fice
your self for this in ten tion and
pray.’

“Later on, by means of an in te -
rior com mu ni ca tion, Our Lord
said to me, com plain ing:

“‘They did not want to heed
My re quest! ... Like the King of
France they will re pent and do it,
but it will be late. Rus sia will
have al ready spread its er rors
through out the world, pro vok ing 
wars and per se cu tion against the 
Church: the Holy Fa ther will
have much to suf fer.”’

Let us point out right away
that in 1930, in two let ters to Fa -
ther Goncalves, Sis ter Lucy was

to ex press in a slightly dif fer ent
man ner the re quests of Heaven,
closely as so ci at ing the de vo tion
of rep a ra tion on the five first Sat -
ur days of the month with the con -
se cra tion of Rus sia:

“The good Lord prom ises to
end the per se cu tion in Rus sia if
the Holy Fa ther will him self make 
a sol emn act of rep a ra tion and
con se cra tion of Rus sia to the Sa -
cred Hearts of Je sus and Mary, as
well as or der ing all the bish ops of
the Cath o lic world to do the
same. The Holy Fa ther must then
prom ise that upon the end ing of
this per se cu tion he will ap prove
and rec om mend the prac tice of
the reparatory de vo tion al ready
de scribed.”

Five Of fenses Against the
Im mac u late Heart

May 29, 1930
On May 29, 1930, in the Cha -

pel at Tuy, Sis ter Lucy felt her self
more in ti mately pos sessed by the
Di vine Pres ence. On be half of her
con fes sor, she asked Our Lord
“Why five Sat ur days and not 9, or 
7, in honor of the Sor rows of Our
Lady?”

Je sus re plied:
“My daugh ter, the rea son is

sim ple. There are five kinds of of -
fenses and blas phe mies com mit -
ted against the Im mac u late
Heart of Mary:
1) Blas phemies against the Im -

mac u late Con cep tion.
2) Blas phemies against Her per -

pet ual Vir gin ity.
3) Blas phemies against Her di -

vine Ma ter nity, while re fus ing
at the same time to rec og nize
Her as the Mother of men.
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4) The blas phe mies of those who
seek pub licly to sow in the
hearts of chil dren in dif fer ence
or scorn, or even ha tred to-
wards this Im mac u late
Mother.

5) The of fenses of those who out -
rage Her di rectly in Her holy
Im ages. 
“There, My daugh ter, is the
rea son why the Im mac u late
Heart of Mary in spired Me to
re quest this small act of rep a -
ra tion, and in con sid er ation of
it, to move My mercy to for give
souls who have had the mis for -
tune to of fend Her. As for you,
seek un ceas ingly, through your
prayers and sac ri fices, to move
My mercy with re gard to these
poor souls.”

We have there one of the most 
im por tant ideas in the Mes sage of 
Fatima. God has de cided to man i -
fest His plan of love, which is to
grant His graces to men through
the me di a tion of the Im mac u late
Vir gin. It seems that their re fusal
to sub mit with do cil ity to that Di -
vine Will is a sin which par tic u -
larly wounds His Heart.

As far as Our Sav ior is con -
cerned, there is not any crime less 
for giv able than to scorn His Most
Holy Mother and to out rage Her
Im mac u late Heart which is the
sanc tu ary of the Holy Ghost.

Rianjo, Spain - “Make It
Known to My Min is ters”

Au gust 1931
In Au gust of 1931, be cause

she was not well and in need of
rest, Sis ter Lucy was sent in cog -
nito by her su pe ri ors to the small
mar i time city of Rianjo. Even the
peo ple in the house where she

was stay ing did not, at the time,
know who she was. It was there
in the cha pel in Rianjo, which
was ded i cated to Our Lady, that
Our Lord spoke to Sis ter Lucy as
she was pray ing for the con ver -
sion of Spain, Por tu gal, Eu rope,
Rus sia and the world.

Je sus spoke to her and said:
“You please me very much by

pray ing for the con ver sion of
those coun tries. Ask this grace
also of My Mother.”

Then He dic tated two prayers 
to her and asked that they be
prayed of ten:

“Sweet Heart of Mary, be the
sal va tion of Rus sia, Spain, Por -
tu gal, Eu rope and the whole
world.

“By Thy pure and Im mac u -
late Con cep tion, O Mary, ob tain
for me the con ver sion of Rus sia,
Spain, Por tu gal, Eu rope and the
whole world.”

He went on to say:
“Make it known to My min is -

ters, given that they fol low the
ex am ple of the King of France in
de lay ing the ex e cu tion of My
com mand, like him, they will fol -
low him into mis for tune. It will
never be too late to have re -
course to Je sus and Mary.”

He re fers to the King of
France who had been com -
manded by Je sus through Saint
Mar ga ret Mary Alacoque on
June 17, 1689 to con se crate
France to His Sa cred Heart.

For one hun dred years the
kings had re fused to do this and
on June 17, 1789, one hun dred
years to the day, the King of
France was stripped of his power 
by the Third Es tate and four
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years later pub licly ex e cuted
un der the blade of the guil lo -
tine.

These are ter ri fy ing words.
Our Lord would not pre dict
such a dire chas tise ment for
the Pope and the bish ops if it
were not a se ri ous mat ter, if
they were not obliged to obey.

On Jan u ary 21, 1935, Sis ter 
Lucy wrote to her con fes sor,
Fa ther Goncalves in an swer to
his ques tions:

“Re gard ing the mat ter of
Rus sia, I think that it would
please Our Lord very much if
you worked to make the Holy
Fa ther com ply with His wishes.

“About three years ago, Our 
Lord was very dis pleased be -
cause His re quest had not been
at tended to and I made this fact
known to the bishop in a let ter.
Up to the pres ent, Our Lord has
asked noth ing more of me, ex -
cept for prayers and sac ri fices.
When I am speak ing in ti mately
with Him, it seems to me that He
is ready to show His mercy to -
ward Rus sia, as He prom ised 5
years ago, and which He wishes
so much to save.

“... if I think that you should
in sist with the Bishop? I think
that it would please Our Lord
very much.

“If you should mod ify any -
thing? I think that it should be
ex actly as Our Lord asked it ...”

Then on July 29 Sis ter Lucy
ad dressed Fa ther Aparicio:

“I hope that Your Rev er ence
will not have given up on the

sub ject of Rus sia and the
reparatory de vo tion to the Im -
mac u late Heart of Mary, for Our
Lord has en trusted this en ter -
prise es pe cially to Your Rev er -
ence.”

Fa ther Goncalves, alarmed at
see ing the proph ecy “Rus sia will
spread her er rors” be ing ful filled
to the let ter, wrote to  Sis ter Lucy 
in 1936 to ask her whether it
would not be op por tune to in sist
that the Pope per form the Con se -
cra tion. On May 18, 1936, Sis ter
Lucy re plied by let ter as fol lows:

“About the other ques tions,
will it be con ve nient to in sist in
or der to ob tain the con se cra tion
of Rus sia? I an swer in al most
the same way as I an swered at
other times. I am sorry that it
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has not been done yet, but the
same God who asked for it has
per mit ted it (the de lay in doing
the con se cra tion).”

Sis ter Lucy ex hib its here a
cer tain ret i cence about the
ques tion of whether one ought
to in sist that the Pope per form
the con se cra tion, and this can
be at trib uted to that ex treme
def er ence to ward au thor ity one
would ex pect in a clois tered
nun. Yet the re main der of her
let ter leaves no doubt that, with
all due re spect, the Pope’s sub -
jects can and ought to in sist on
what Our Lord Him self ex pects
from His Vicar:

“I have spo ken with Our Lord 
about the sub ject, and not too
long ago I asked Him why He
would not con vert Rus sia with -
out the Holy Fa ther mak ing that
con se cra tion.  Je sus an swered,

‘Be cause I want My whole

Church to ac knowl edge that

con se cra tion as a tri umph of

the Im mac u late Heart of Mary

so that it may ex tend its cult

later on and put the de vo tion to

this Im mac u late Heart be side

the de vo tion to My Sa cred

Heart.’”

In the same let ter Sis ter Lucy
re counts that she re sponded to
Our Lord’s state ment by ex claim -
ing: “But, my God, the Holy Fa -
ther prob a bly will not be lieve me 
un less You Your self move him
with a spe cial in spi ra tion”,
where upon Our Lord said to her:

“The Holy Fa ther! Pray very
much for the Holy Fa ther. He
will do it [the con se cra tion] but
it will be late. Nev er the less, the
Im mac u late Heart of Mary will
save Rus sia. It has been en -
trusted to Her.”

What Does It All Mean?

Are the Fatima ap pa ri tions
au then tic? Did the Blessed

Vir gin re ally bring us a mes sage
from Heaven through Sis ter Lucy 
and her young com pan ions?
There are com pel ling rea sons  to
an swer these ques tions in the af -
fir ma tive.

Tra di tional Doc trines
The con tent of the Mes sage of

Fatima fits seamlessly into the
doc trine of the Cath o lic faith. It
ad dresses cen tral is sues of sin and
rep a ra tion and puts its stamp of
ap proval on the tra di tional de vo -
tion to the Im mac u late Heart of

Mary. God, in His wis dom and
love for us all, has sent His Own
Mother, as He sent His Own Son,
for the sal va tion of man kind.

Sig nif i cantly, ev ery thing in
the Mes sage of Fatima, even the
de tails of the ap pa ri tions de -
scribed by Sis ter Lucy, is fully
con sis tent with the most hal -
lowed tra di tions of the Church. If
Fatima is con tro ver sial to day, it is 
not be cause it con tra dicts or tho -
doxy in any way, but rather be -
cause it af firms Tra di tion in the
face of mod ern ist in no va tions im -
posed upon the faith ful in the
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so-called “spirit of Vat i can II.”
The clear and un am big u ous

fo cus of Fatima on tra di tional
Cath o lic doc trine is the sur est
sign of its au then tic ity. How ever, 
there are ad di tional rea sons to
re gard the Fatima ap pa ri tions as
au then tic.

Val i dated Proph ecies
Sis ter Lucy’s mem oirs in di cate

that Our Lady made a num ber of
pre dic tions which were sub se -
quently borne out by real events.
These in clude:
* The end of World War I
* The start of World War II
* The rise of athe is tic com mu nism

in Rus sia
* Com mu nist ex pan sion ism and

per se cu tion of the Church
* The spread of com mu nist-in-

spired er rors such as abor tion
on de mand — which was first
le gal ized in com mu nist Rus sia
in the first de cade af ter the
1917 rev o lu tion.

Per haps the most con vinc ing
pre dic tion of all, how ever, is the
one Our Lady made twice about
per form ing a mir a cle in Oc to ber
“so that all may be lieve.”

The Mir a cle of the Sun, an ab -
so lutely unique event in the mod -
ern his tory of the Church,
cer tainly had that de sired ef fect
on those who wit nessed it, even
with athe ists and non-be liev ers.

When God cer ti fies a mes -
sage as be ing true, we can be ab -
so lutely cer tain that it is, in fact,
the truth be cause He is all-Holy
and, there fore, in ca pa ble of ly -
ing. God can not be mis taken in
His in for ma tion be cause He

knows ev ery thing. 
Thus when God, Who knows

ev ery thing, Who is in ca pa ble of
ly ing, tells us some thing ex plic -
itly, then we know ab so lutely
that what we are be ing told is
com pletely true. We would be
guilty of a sin against the Holy
Ghost if we re jected known truth 
which He re vealed to us.

At Fatima, on Oc to ber 13th

God gave us His in dis put able
Mir a cle of the Sun. He would not 
cause such a stu pen dous mir a cle
to take place in wit ness of an un -
im por tant mes sage. Nor would
God, for such a tre men dous mes -
sage, al low it to be lost or cor -
rupted in any sig nif i cant de tail
by choos ing a mes sen ger lack ing
the nec es sary vir tue or abil ity to
re port Our Lady’s mes sage faith -
fully and ac cu rately.

Thus, in our time, if we are
not to be guilty of a sin against
the Holy Ghost, we must ac cept
the Fatima Mes sage as be ing
true and very im por tant.

Fatima En dorsed  
by Six Popes

In 1930, the Church of fi cials
who exhaustively in ves ti gated
the Fatima events for a dozen
years ended by for mally pro -
nounc ing them “wor thy of be -
lief.” Such for mal dec la ra tions
about mi rac u lous events are ex -
tremely rare.

There fol lowed a pe riod dur -
ing which the Church ac tively
en cour aged de vo tion to Our
Lady of Fatima, and grow ing
num bers of Cath o lic clergy and
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la ity took to heart the mes sages
Our Lady had con veyed through
the three chil dren.

Six suc ces sive Popes have
also pro claimed their be lief in
Fatima. The pres ent Pope, John
Paul II, has gone much fur ther,
cred it ing Our Lady of Fatima
with sav ing him from an as sas -
sin’s bul let, and openly de clar ing 
that the Mes sage of Fatima im -
poses an ob li ga tion on the
Church. He has gone there on
pil grim age three times, each
time on the 13th of May, first in
1982, again in 1991, and just re -
cently in 2000.

The Third Se cret
Added to these proph e cies

which have al ready oc curred,
many would add the cur rent
trou bles within the Church,
which are widely be lieved to be
the sub ject of the Third Se cret.
Jo seph Car di nal Ratzinger, Pre -
fect of the Con gre ga tion for the
Doc trine of the Faith, al ready, on
No vem ber 11, 1984, in a pub -
lished in ter view, which he read
and ap proved be fore it was pub -
lished, stated in Rome that the
Third Se cret doc u ment con cerns:

“A rad i cal call to con ver sion,
the ab so lute grav ity of his tory,
the dan gers threat en ing the Faith 
and the life of the Chris tian, and
there fore the world. And also the
im por tance of the last times.”

Re gard ing the rea sons for
with hold ing the Third Se cret, the
Car di nal ex plains that “if it is not
pub lished at least for the time be -

ing, it is to avoid con fus ing re li -
gious proph ecy with
sen sa tion al ism. But the things
con tained in the Third Se cret cor -
re spond to what has been an -
nounced in Scrip ture.”

The steep de cline in at ten -
dance at Mass in re cent de cades,
and the cur rent state of doc trinal
dis sent and con fu sion within the
Church, are en tirely con sis tent
with the in ter pre ta tion of the
Third Se cret given above. As we
be gin this mil len nium, Our Lady’s 
re quests have gone un heeded,
and the mis for tunes She pre -
dicted are now un fold ing at an
ac cel er ated rate.

At  a Vat i can press con fer ence
on June 26, 2000, Car di nal
Ratzinger and Mon si gnor
Bertone ex pressed the view that
the Third Se cret of Fatima per -
tains en tirely to events in the past
and has no ref er ence to the fu -
ture. How ever, Car di nal
Ratzinger con ceded that Cath o -
lics are not bound to ac cept this
in ter pre ta tion of the Se cret.

In light of the mas ter ful schol -
ar ship that has been done on the
Third Secret1, as well as Car di nal
Ratzinger’s 1984 com ments, it
seems more likely that the Third
Se cret is a pre dic tion of the pres -
ent-day cri sis of Faith.

The Im por tance of the
Con se cra tion of Rus sia
The Mes sage of Fatima gives

cen tral im por tance to the con se -
cra tion of Rus sia. Heeding this
re quest, we are told, is es sen tial
to achiev ing peace in the world,



and sav ing mil lions of souls. Fail -
ing to heed it means the op po site 
— vi o lent death, con tin u ing war, 
fam ine, mis ery, chaos in the
Church, and the cer tain eter nal
dam na tion of mil lions of peo ple.

The dread ful re cord of the
20th Cen tury, which has seen
more wars and apos tasy than
any other in hu man his tory, will
con tinue in this mil len nium.
With so much at stake, it is no
won der that those who truly
know the full im pli ca tion of
Fatima are ar dent ad vo cates of
hav ing the con se cra tion per -
formed ex actly as Our Lady re -
quested.

This re quires the Pope, act ing 
in con cert with all the Cath o lic
bish ops of the world, to sol emnly 
and pub licly con se crate Rus sia to 
the Im mac u late Heart of Mary in
a for mal cer e mony on the same
day at the same hour. This cer e -
mony could be done by all the
bish ops and the Pope in one
place — say for ex am ple St. Pe -
ter’s Square in Rome, or it could
be done by each bishop si mul ta -
neously, in un ion with the Pope,
do ing this sol emn pub lic cer e -
mony in his own ca the dral.

We are Bound to
Be lieve and Obey

The Catholic Faith tells us
that there are two certain ways
of knowing that a revelation
comes from God.

First-class mir a cles are acts of 
power that only God can do.
When God per forms a mir a cle as

a tes ta ment to the truth of a cer -
tain mes sage then it is God Him -
self Who is cer ti fy ing the truth of
that mes sage.

Our Lord con demned the cit -
ies of Bethsaida and Corozain for 
one rea son,  be cause they re -
fused to be lieve in Him af ter the
mir a cles He worked in their pres -
ence. “Woe to thee, Corozain,
woe to thee, Bethsaida. For if in
Tyre and Sidon had been
wrought the mir a cles that have
been wrought in you, they would 
have done pen ance long ago, sit -
ting in sack cloth and ashes.

“But it shall be more tol er a ble 
for Tyre and Sidon at the judge -
ment, than for you.” (Luke 10:
13-14)

Ob vi ously, if God ex pected
those cit ies to be lieve in Him af -
ter He worked those mir a cles
then God ex pects the peo ple of
the 20th Cen tury, also to be lieve
the Fatima Mes sage.

Not all the peo ple of
Bethsaida and Corozain saw Je -
sus’ mir a cles but ev ery one at
least knew some one who had
wit nessed them and the facts
were widely known in those two
cit ies. Ev ery one had the op por tu -
nity to ver ify Our Lord’s mir a cles
in the two cit ies, so that the re -
fusal of the peo ple to be lieve in
the mir a cles jus ti fied con demn -
ing those who re fused to be lieve
and to obey.

If that was true for the peo ple 
of Corozain and Bethsaida, then
it is also true of the peo ple of the
pres ent day, re gard ing the mir a -
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cle of Fatima. There were 70,000 
wit nesses to the Mir a cle of the
Sun, be liev ers and un be liev ers
alike. The tes ti mony of 70,000
wit nesses can not be de nied by
any per son of good will who in -
quires into the mat ter. The re -
fusal to ac cept such a pro di gious
and in dis put able mir a cle would,
ob jec tively speak ing, be cul pa ble 
and wor thy of con dem na tion by
Our Lord Him self. In deed, the
very pur pose of mir a cles, such as 
the Mir a cle of the Sun, is to leave 
no room for le git i mate doubt
that God has spo ken.

An other rea son we must be -
lieve is be cause of the clear
proph e cies from Fatima that
have come true. Only God knows 
the fu ture with cer tainty. At
Fatima, He told us the fu ture,
much of which has al ready come
to pass, which ver i fies the truth
of the Fatima Mes sage. Spe -
cifically we have at Fatima the
proph ecy of the Mir a cle of the
Sun tak ing place at the time,
date and place spec i fied, the
name of the Pope (Pius XI) pre -
dicted be fore he was elected, the
be gin ning of WWII pre dicted
and the rise of Rus sia, just to
men tion a few of the proph e cies
that have been ful filled.2

The Im por tance of the
Fatima De vo tions

Be yond the con se cra tion of
Rus sia, the Mes sage of Fatima
also re quests par tic u lar Mar ian
de vo tions, in clud ing the daily

Ro sary, the Five First Sat ur -
days, and the wear ing of the
Brown Scap u lar, which Our
Lady  held in Her hand when
She came as Our Lady of Car -
mel in the sixth ap pa ri tion.
These de vo tions are the spe cial
means Heaven has pro vided for
in di vid u als to con trib ute to the
sav ing of many souls and bring -
ing peace to the world.
1. The Whole Truth About Fatima,  Vol ume III, The

Third Se cret by Frère Michel (900 pages) avail -
able from the Fatima Cen ter.

2. For a more com plete ex pla na tion of the ob li ga -
tion to be lieve and obey Our Lady’s re quest, see 
pages 83 - 157 of the book World En slave ment 
or Peace, avail able from the Fatima Cen ter.

“And you, have you re vealed
to the world what the Heav -
enly Mother asked you?”

 … Je sus to Sis ter Lucy
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